
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

European Parliament resolution on an EU strategy on Heating 

and Cooling: the time is now to assess the effectiveness of 

cogeneration policies 
 

Brussels, 13 September 2016 
 

COGEN Europe welcomes the European Parliament’s own initiative report as a call for improved 

legislative environment for highly energy efficient cogeneration (CHP) installations. 

 

 

After half a year’s work, today the European Parliament adopted in plenary its resolution on an EU 

Strategy on Heating and Cooling
1
. The decision makers went beyond endorsing the Commission’s 

Heating and Cooling Strategy in calling member states and the European Commission to undertake 

specific actions on a wide range of issues.  

COGEN Europe, the European Association for the Promotion of Cogeneration, is particularly pleased to 

see that the European Parliament “calls for specific sustainable heating and cooling strategies to be 

developed at national level, giving special attention to combined heat and power, cogeneration, district 

heating and cooling, preferably based on renewables, as is stated in Article 14 of the Energy Efficiency 

Directive”. What is more is that MEPs also call on the European Commission to strengthen without delay 

European CHP policies and “to establish a common European framework to promote and provide legal 

certainty for self-generation”.  

The report also rightly stresses the need to jointly consider generation and consumption, which can 

reduce tremendously energy losses and CO2 emissions.  

Commenting on the resolution,  Roberto Francia, Managing Director COGEN Europe, said: “the European 

Parliament has clearly spoken in favour of better CHP policies now. We expect  this  to be reflected in the 

forthcoming proposals to be issued by the European Commission, notably the revised Energy Efficiency 

Directive and the Market Design Initiative. This is all the more important if we want to achieve a successful 

energy transition”. 

COGEN Europe will continue its dialogue with the EU institutions in the coming months in order to 

improve the current legislative environment for CHP operators and CHP developers alike. 
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1
 MEP Adam Gierek from the Industrie Research and Energy (ITRE) Committee has been responsible for this file. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&reference=A8-2016-0232&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&reference=A8-2016-0232&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/docs_autres_institutions/commission_europeenne/com/2016/0051/COM_COM(2016)0051_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/docs_autres_institutions/commission_europeenne/com/2016/0051/COM_COM(2016)0051_EN.pdf


 

 

 
 
 

 For more information please contact: 

 Tanya Carré, Office Manager 

 T +32 2 772 8290 • tanya.carre@cogeneurope.eu 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Follow us on Twitter   @COGENEurope 

 

About cogeneration: 

Cogeneration (also known as CHP or Combined Heat and Power) involves the simultaneous production of 

heat and electricity from a single plant which results in massive savings to the economy of primary 

energy and consequential reductions of GHG emissions. 

Today, a significant 11.7% of Europe’s electricity is generated using a vast array of proven and cost 

effective techniques (cumulative capacity > 113 GWe). About half of the heat produced is used in district 

heating networks while the remaining half serves industrial needs. 

Cogeneration units can be found in various sectors and sizes: in industries, households and tertiary 

buildings and in capacities ranging from a kilowatt to hundreds of MegaWatts of electricity output. CHP 

plants can draw upon a wide range of energy sources, from traditional fossil fuels to renewable energies 

(combustion-based units with biomass, biogases or bioliquids, or steam-based plant connected to 

geothermal or concentrated solar panel installations) that make them ready for the future energy 

system. 

Realising the identified economic potential for cogeneration in Europe – estimated at 110-120 GWe 

additional – will be instrumental to reaching the EU’s strategic climate and energy goals, while 

underpinning job creation and being an engine to industrial competitiveness. 

 

About COGEN Europe: 

COGEN Europe is Europe’s umbrella organisation representing the interests of the cogeneration industry, 

users of the technology and promoting its benefits in the EU and the wider Europe. The association is 

backed by the key players in the industry including gas and electricity companies, ESCOs, equipment 

suppliers, consultancies, national promotion organisations, financial and other service companies. More 

information on www.cogeneurope.eu 
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